MAY 2021
Dear All,

In receiving the Holy Spirit, on the day of Pentecost, the
followers of Jesus found new hope, new beginnings, and
strength to go beyond the four walls, their place of
sanctuary, and re-enter into society to speak of Jesus; the
fulfilment of God’s promise to send a Messiah, a Saviour.
And it was the resurrection of Jesus which gave them the
courage to do this, and subsequently to live their lives to
the full; as the bible tells us they did.

I trust that this letter finds you safe
and well.
We are currently in the season of
Easter; the time when we celebrate
the resurrection of our Lord Jesus
Christ. With the resurrection of Jesus
comes liberation and new beginnings; and I hope that that
is something which we will all be able to experience soon.

It is good to see people out and about. But, if there
remains an element of caution, even concern, which stops
you from going to join them just remember that God’s
Holy Spirit will give you the strength to do this; if you trust
in God.

There has been a relaxation in our coronavirus restrictions
and for many a resumption of life, as it once was. However,
for some there remains an uncertainty which has affected
how we are prepared to live. Once protected by our four
walls, we may now feel the security of the walls to be our
sanctuary; a place that you don’t want to ‘escape’ from.
And that is quite understandable.

Staying behind closed doors would certainly have kept the
Apostles from harm, but it would not have allowed them to
live their lives fully. And the same is true for us. God has
given us a wonderful place to enjoy His creation; and I
hope that, if you are struggling to go out, you will
recognise Jesus coming alongside you and giving you the
strength of His Holy Spirit so that you can take those first
careful, or cautious, steps into this brave new world which
we now occupy.

After the death of Jesus on a cross of humiliation, without
doubt, His followers would have had similar feelings. We
know that they locked themselves in a room for fear of
what may happen to them, should they go outside. In their
weakness and worry, they would have felt the protection of
the four walls. But, we are also told that, from outside
locked doors Jesus came to them.

As the days become longer, and warmer, I hope that you
will be able to place your trust in the risen Saviour, and
that you, too, will come to know new freedoms and the joy
of life, even through the challenges which are around us;
which can only be found in Him.

Jesus knew that His followers would be in shock. After all,
they would have lost all hope because they thought their
leader was dead and gone! But here He was before them!
And to combat their fear, which would stop them from
living their lives as they should, He breathed upon His
followers that they would receive the Holy Spirit.

Please stay safe.
Yours in Christ.

CHURCH

THIS

WELCOME BACK
Services resume on Sunday 2nd May at 9.45am under COVID guidelines
SEE PAGE 2 FOR FULL DETAILS
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Services resume on Sunday 2nd May at 9.45am under strict COVID guidelines
and limited in numbers thereby requiring pre-registration

Given the low incidence of coronavirus, it will be lovely to see those who feel able and comfortable to gather
together in worship. Everyone is welcome. However,because of Scottish Government guidance on social
distancing,we are still only able to accommodate 24 worshippers.
When entering and leaving the church, please follow the guidance of the Duty Team, who will
(1) record your presence (2) invite you to use the sanitiser, (3) direct you towards a specific seat.
As each individual remains responsible for their own safety, we would ask that you undertake your own risk
assessment before you decide if you wish to come to the church for worship.

In light of the changes brought about by the pandemic, the welcome teams have changed. As there is less for
the teams to do, the numbers are cut to 2 people with Graham, the minister, being a third person.
Duties will now be as follows:
1.
Making sure everyone uses the sanitiser and wears a face mask while in the church.
2.
Checking the names and telephone numbers of the people arriving at the church.
3.
Escorting people to a seat.
4.
Counting any money in the retiring offering - we cannot collect the offering in bags.
5.
Making sure everyone leaves by the bell tower door.
6.
Ensuring that members of the congregation stay in their seats and do not wander about talking to
each other.

2nd May
9th May
16th May
23rd May

Mrs A Ellor
Miss C Gardner
Mrs C Thomas
Mrs A Tyler

Mrs S McGinty
Mrs E Clark
Mrs A Woods
Mrs J Busby

Fairlie Brownies are restarting on
in Fairlie Community Gardens.
All girls aged 7 to 10 years old are welcome to come along.
.
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The Quiz!
GUESS THE SONG 2021 (Answers Next Month)
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Beyond the spectrum (9,4,3,7)
A number of coloured containers (3,5,7)
How I want things done (2,3)
Astonishing princess (7,5)
Metal digit (10)
Battle station (8)
Aging burger king owned land (3,8,3,1,4)
Thistle (6,2,8)
Dancing girl (8,7)
Result of joining a rambling club (5,5,4,5)

11. Japanese residence (5,2,3,6,3)
12.

Mad dog (3,4,5)

13.

Dwarf celebration (5,8)

14. Mope about Clyde (4,5)
15. Released song (9,6)
16. Today will be tomorrow (9)
17. Delivered without charge (4,4)
18. Push composer round and round (4,4,9)
19. The Glasgow Fair (6,7)
20. Splattercash (3,7)

21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.

Like the passing of the years (2,4,4,2)
No noise noise (3,5,2,7)
Dawn chorus (3,6,4)
Miss O'Hara strips (7,7)
Key lime, for example (8,3)
Promise a reunion (4,4,5)
Where CA has a room (5,10)
Hush-hush, darling (6,4)
Cowardly U.S. girl (3,6,4,2,5)
Methuselah Trent (3,3,5)

Rose is doing all she can to
battle against the climate crisis.
This Christian Aid Week, will
you join her?
SEMPLE CENTRE, FAIRLIE

Your envelope should be enclosed with this Newsletter
to raise money for people living in poverty worldwide.
Please put your donation in the envelope and put it in the
SEMPLE CENTRE letterbox.(Opposite the Village Hall)
Please remember to fill in the Gift Aid slip to add 25% to your donation for free.
To send your gift faster, donate now at
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/largscaw2021
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Thank you to
those who have reached out to me
these past few days as news
of recent events in Chad has filtered
on to international media. See
below for an update from our crisis
management team. I returned to
the UK on Sunday for a 6 month
period of home assignment.

(written 20 April 2021)
This is an update on the rapidly-changing security situation
here in Chad. We reported on Monday on fighting in the
north of Chad. The president of Chad, Idriss Déby Itno,
participated in the fighting on Sunday and was wounded. It
was announced today (Tues) that the president has
succumbed to his injuries and died, and that his son,
Mahamat Idriss Déby Itno, will lead a transitional military
council that intends to govern Chad for the next 18 months
to prepare for new elections..

Leaving Chad that morning amidst news of fighting was
not easy, but the trip went very smoothly. There are not
many travellers these days due to COVID! I am now
quarantining in a beautiful flat in North Ayrshire, complete
with sea views.

At this point all of our staff are safe and the situation is
calm in the locations where those staff live. However, there
are underlying tensions, especially in the capital city
(N’Djamena), in this abrupt and unexpected transition. A
curfew is in place, and land and air borders have been
closed until further notice. We are monitoring the situation
very closely, and have been following our contingency
plans and are taking all reasonable precautions.

Next week, I'll participate in our organisations' international
conference, which is being held online.
After that, I hope to start being in touch with many of you
to arrange to meet, either online or hopefully in person, as
the easing of restrictions allows.
Thank you for keeping the precarious situation in Chad in
your thoughts and prayers over the coming days!
With heartfelt thanks for your ongoing care and support,
C
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In my March article, I mentioned
that mortgage lenders were about
to get tougher on those buying
properties for rent. Some of them
are offering lower interest rates on
high energy efficiency ratings, while
others are offering additional loans
to those requiring money for green
improvements. One lender said it was rewarding energy
efficiency first. “The carrot and stick approach is going
to come, so we want to provide a bit of carrot to start
with”.
The Climate Change Committee has recommended that
all properties on the market should have a rating of C or
above by 2028. The average rating for EPCs (Energy
Performance Certificates) in Scotland is band D.
It will be interesting to see, what is the outcome of the
EIA (Environmental Impact Assessment) on the Peel
Parc development?
With this in mind, I was interested to read about a
former fisherman and his partner, a university professor
in past and present climate change, who is farming
seaweed in an area of 60 acres of water in the North Sea
off Scarborough, where the seaweed is grown on a

network of ropes and buoys. There is an increasing
demand for sea weed, for cosmetics, bio-plastics, fertilisers
and bio-fuel. In the growing process the seaweed absorbs
carbon-dioxide and only releases the amount as it took in
while growing, making it into a carbon- neutral alternative
to petrol.
Some seaweed can grow as much as 60cm a day, where
climate change has not made the surrounding water too
warm, but by using frames connected to buoys that use
wave energy to pump up colder water from the depths,
nutrients are provided to feed the seaweed growing on
the frames. As it grows, the seaweed also provides a
home for fish, which could restore the livelihood of many
coastal areas, while being a tool in the toolbox in carbon
reduction. Seaweed farming could also provide work for
many unemployed.
Another bonus would be when mulched into the soil,
nitrogen – based fertiliser would not be required. About
2.5% of global emissions are used in the production of
nitrogen – based fertilisers.
The fuel readings for March, 2021, are as follows –
Gas 105 cu.m, while in 2020, 358
Electricity for March 2021 130 kWh, while in 2020, 125 kWh.

Young Voices starts back this week for young
people P4-7 and S1-3.
Both classes take place on Wednesdays at
6.30pm, currently on Zoom.
Young Voices is a choir for young people
where we sing everything from Musical
Theatre to Rock and Pop to Traditional
Music.
For more info please get in touch at ….
youngvoiceslargs@outlook.com
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With many new residents coming to live in Fairlie it may be
helpful to provide some information about the various
village organisations and what their function and role are.
Fairlie Community Trust is one such organisation. It was
established in 2007 for the purpose of undertaking projects
of benefit to the Fairlie community, and follows on from a
long line of similar village groups that over the decades
had the same objective. It is a Company Limited by
Guarantee and a registered Scottish Charity. All persons
over the age of eighteen permanently resident in Fairlie are
eligible for membership by simple application. There is no
joining charge and no annual fee.

(who manage the Village Hall), and the local residents
who provide the floral displays in Bay Street. The third
thing the Trust tries to do is to stimulate interest in
larger scale village projects which could only progress
with major support from the local community. These
have included arranging and funding a feasibility study
into the acquisition of the former village school in
School Brae and its conversion into a heritage-cumcommunity type centre, and the purchase of a
property in Bay Street for conversion into a William Fife
yacht builder heritage centre. There was insufficient
support in the village for either project to proceed.

Responsibility for proper management of the Trust lies with
Directors appointed by the Members. The Trust holds a
formal Annual General Meeting, usually in February, at
which a report is presented on the activities of the year, the
audited accounts are made available for comment and
approval, and the election of Directors takes place.
Members are able to ask questions, make comment, and
raise issues. Contact with Members is generally by email
and with the wider Fairlie community through the Church
Newsletter.
What does the Trust do? Basically three things. First, it
undertakes projects considered to be of medium to long
term benefit to those who live in Fairlie. A typical example
was the refurbishment of the very popular footpath around
the mound at the south end of the village. This included
liaison with the landowner, co-ordinating the different
parties who contributed time and equipment, and
purchasing materials. A much less complicated project was
the repainting of the railings of the footbridge across the
Fairlie Burn.

Where does the Trust’s funding come from? In 2013
the Directors were able to reach agreement with
Scottish and Southern Energy for the Trust to be the
recipient of Fairlie’s share of the fund relating to the
offshore wind turbine test site at Hunterston. Over the
life of the turbines this has totalled £65,625. The SSE
support has been of very considerable benefit to the
Trust, and to Fairlie, as it allows funding for village
projects to be determined by Fairlie residents without
the need to compete with other local communities.
There is still a positive balance in the SSE fund.
Whether you are a new or long-standing resident of
Fairlie, and are not already a member, please consider
joining the Trust. If you have an idea for a project that
would bring medium to long term benefit to Fairlie,
please bring your idea to the Directors. If you have a
project which needs some financial or other help,
please tell the Directors about it. It is your community,
and your Community Trust!

Secondly, the Trust provides support to other village
organisation whose membership is predominately Fairlie
residents, and to individuals. This is mainly by being able
to provide financial support via the award of a grant. Those
assisted in this way in recent years have included the
Community Garden, Fairlie Community Association,
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The ‘Fairlie Field of Hope’ was planted some 14 years ago
on the roadside at the south end of the village.
Once again spring has brought an abundance of
daffodils to the village in memory of friends and loved
ones.
Fairlie’s Field of Hope was launched in 2007 for Marie
Curie.
If you are reading this from the printed copy of
the Newsletter there is a week between going to
print and distribution.

If you’d like the name of a loved one printed in the
memorial book in Fairlie Parish Church, in exchange for a
donation of your choice to the charity, please send a
private message to Linda Beveridge on ‘messenger’

There MAY be an insert with updated information
on the timing of opening the church to services.

The Fairlie Field of Hope Trail 2021, raised a total of £330.
Many thanks to all the generous donors.

Whilst we want to move forward the Kirk Session
so far have felt that protecting everyone comes
first. Services at our sister church, St Columba’s in
Largs have been held recently under strict
guidelines.
As conditions improve we look forward to better
news and to welcoming everyone back.

Two young ladies did a litter pick during their Easter
holidays, and were appalled at the 6 bags of rubbish
they collected in a pretty small area.
They’ve started a “Save Our Sea’ campaign to raise
awareness in the village, and would love it if people
could add their painted stones to show their support.
You will find them half way along the new shore
footpath.

It was reassuring to see the traffic being
monitored to the south of Fairlie recently
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United worship at St Columba’s
Parish Church was a real blessing as
members (young and old) gathered
to give God praise and thanksgiving.
While it is still not possible to sing
publicly, the congregation who
gathered from Fairlie, Largs and beyond used percussion
and waved flags to participate in the joyful resurrection
of Jesus. Many thanks to everyone who participated
either in church or online. There are a few clips of ‘what
the camera never saw’ on the Facebook Page of St
Columba’s, which you may enjoy as the congregation
participated with gusto.

The garden here is full of amazing animals moving about (
mainly in the evening times).This has been found by a
night time camera, we have a grey squirrel, cats, birds a
fox, a mouse and not forgetting my resident crows who
visit every day / night. My star visitor is my hedgehog who
seems to be with us, enjoying Linda’s tasty hedgehog
food, most nights .
No sign of the dipper at the burn, am hoping he/she is
sitting on a nest of eggs.

THE MILESTONE

As you will be aware the large (milk bottle) boats are still
with us and were joined by a couple of ‘pals’ over the last
few weeks. The pals have gone now and I was excited that
maybe they were going to follow them but alas they have
stayed put!!! I wonder if the crew are given a copy of the
news letter?
It is exciting to see the yachts back in Fairlie bay, I ‘m sure
many keen sailors are looking forward to the season
ahead.

The pictured Milestone on the old road through
Fairlie shows the distance to Irvine to be 11 miles.
Have you seen it, and do you know where it is ?

8

Messy Church
Thanks to everyone
who decorated a
'Stone of Hope' for
our Easter display. I do hope you managed
to come along and look at it. Some are
really fancy, some splodges of colour, some
with words or messages and some quite
funny and quirky but all making us smile or
think about the future. I am hoping to
take the stones and make a permanent
display of them in the church grounds.
At April Messy Church we try to
incorporate the message for children from
Christian Aid Week (10-16 May) which this
year looks at the concept of Creation, the
issues around climate justice and the hopes
for a better future. In many faith
traditions, including ours, the belief that
the world was created by God and is a gift
to be treasured is very important.

nephew, Michael, how to plant a tree sapling
and water it every day. All the children in
his village are doing the same so that their
village will turn into a green and happy place
to live.
This made me remember how we planted
sycamore seedlings in little pots. I still
have mine, small but growing. We know
that trees help the environment. So what
can we do to look after our Creation or
World? We can start with small things,
like keeping our village litter free. Thanks
to all who litter pick on roadsides, paths
and beaches. One of our Messy churchers
filled 2 bags on the way to Hunterston,
recently.

We have come to appreciate our local area
greatly during this past year, our gardens
and seaside especially. However, Christian
Aid helps areas around the world where
they are experiencing the extremes of
climate change and one such area is in
Kenya where we find 15 year old Onesimus.
He walks half an hour each day after
school to collect water for his family from
a nearby dam, which was built by Christian
Aid. Before the dam was built he had to
walk for 3 hours to a river for water. He
can now more easily use the water to grow
tasty fruit for his family, as there is not
enough rain for them. He is teaching his

I noticed on my way along the new coastal
path that a young person had a 'Save our
Seas' appeal with a wonderful selection of
painted pebbles. I think our young folks,
here in Fairlie and in other countries, can
teach the adults a thing or two about
caring for our world.
Until we can meet again think about what
you, in your own small way, can do to make
this a better and kinder place to live.
Enjoy school and stay safe.
Ann & the Messy Team

The Next edition of the Newsletter
will the JUNE edition

For PUBLICATION on 26th MAY
9

