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are ‘tired’. Maybe we all feel tired. It’s been an
exhausting effort by everyone. For me, I too feel
tired but I find comfort and strength from the words
of Jesus who said to His friends, “

Dear All,
As we come through the summer
months and the pupils return to
school, at church we have
entered into a new phase of
worship. With the level of
coronavirus restrictions having
been eased to below level ‘0’, we are now able to sit
together and praise God in a way not too dissimilar
to how we worshipped before the pandemic began.
Certainly, at the moment, we still have to wear face
coverings but despite this, I hope, that this is still
good news for everyone because it means that
larger gatherings can take place in our village
church to celebrate special occasions, like a
marriage or a funeral or a baptism. These last 18
months have been hard, and I don’t know anyone
who has not been affected by the restrictions
placed upon us, as individuals and as a society.

.”
If you feel that you are tired from all that has
happened this last year and feel in need of rest, give
your worries and woes to Jesus in prayer. Find a
quiet moment to relax in God’s grace and in
exchange for all your concerns find God’s peace.
Unburden yourself; find release from all that weighs
you down and, with God’s grace, you will find a new
way to live: a better way.
As we all know, this life is not a rehearsal. Jesus
came that we may have life and live it to the full. So,
if you are finding that you are not able to live your
life to the full, try praying. It’s simple, you can do it
anywhere and there is no formula. Just talk to Jesus
in the quietness of your mind and feel your burdens
being lifted.

Life has changed. And while it may be a common
, I wonder
thought to return to the ‘
if we should? The ‘
didn’t actually
seem to be working very well at the time. So, as we
come through this period of coronavirus, I think we
have to look at how we can do ‘living’ better: how
we can relate to one another better; how we can
treat one another better; how we can value one
another better. Everyone has been affected and so
we all have a responsibility to continue making an
effort to live well.

I hope that, if you feel able to do so, you may wish
to come to the church one day and find the
friendship that we have so much missed this last
year. However, if that is not possible, if I can be of
any help, please, just let me know.
With every blessing.

If there is one expression that people are
commenting on when I meet them, it is that they

Yours in Christ. Graham
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Services are on Sunday’s at 9.45am

As COVID restrictions have been further reduced

Making sure everyone uses the sanitiser and wears a face mask while in the church.
Checking the names and telephone numbers of the people arriving at the church.
Counting any money in the retiring offering - we cannot collect the offering in bags.

5th Sept
12th Sept
19th Sept
26th Sept

A. Holden
Mrs J Miles
Mrs M Rankine
Mrs E Clark

Mrs S Kirkwood
Mrs L Cowpe
Miss C Gardner
Mr J Riddell

3rd Oct
10th Oct
17th Oct

Mrs A Ellor
Mrs C Thomas
Mrs. A Tyler

Mrs S McGinty
Mrs A Woods
Mrs J Busby

5th Sept  Fiona Grant
12th Sept  Christine Gardner
19th Sept  Christine Thomas
26th Sept Marion Gilchrist 

3rd Oct
10th Oct
17th Oct
24th Oct

568643
568241
338564
568645
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Pat Johnston
Ann Tyler
Judith Howieson
Anne Ellor

568424
568421
568314
568583

If you haven't managed to get to a Service
recently you may be pleasantly surprised by
some changes and improvements.

'Fairlie Community Trust would remind local
clubs and organisations that both small and
large grants are still available from the

We are now back to regular seating and we
can join in praise through singing .. (Albeit,
for now, with face coverings).

to support projects of medium to long term
benefit to the village.

There are now larger Video Screens to
improve viewing of readings and hymns.

Application forms and grant conditions can
be found on the website:

Tea & Coffee are served after the service.

sse.com/communities/fundlocations/Hunter
ston

We look forward to further lifting of
restrictions over the coming months

or from the Trust Secretary by emailing
jcf30@btinternet.com

Through the last year it has been difficult for everyone. However, even though church buildings were closed for
access, the work of the church never stopped. Every business and charitable organisation suffered financial
difficulties and so we would like to give the opportunity, for anyone who is able to do so, to make a donation to
Fairlie Parish Church for the ongoing work that we do in the community.
If you put the following information into you computer search engine (eg Google), it will take you directly
to a page on the Church of Scotland website where a donation can be made.

https://cos.churchofscotland.org.uk/donate/?cong=120659
Alternatively, a donation can be given directly to the church
via the Treasurer: Mrs Christine Thomas.
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It has been a wonderful summer
for flowering plants and shrubs,
particularly, buddleias, but have
you seen any butterflies on them.
I have spent a while trying to
count butterflies for the Butterfly
Count and all I have seen are a
few Cabbage Whites and one
Peacock. I wonder if it is due to
the wet and chilly month of May.

Store your clothes well by using good hangers that
will help them to keep their shape. Stretchy or
woollen garments should be folded and stored flat.

The only gardeners, who will have green lush looking
grass at the time of writing, will be those who have
been watering or those with plastic grass.

Air dry if possible, as tumbler dryers can be hard on
clothing and heavy tumbling can cause colours to
fade and clothes to lose shape.

For some it is the answer to the problem of mowing
and keeping the area looking tidy and trim, but it is
made from plastic and at the end of twenty years or
so you are left with a pile of tatty plastic, which was
made from fossil fuel.

Did you notice in the press that
Co-operatives are now taking
‘soft plastics’ for recycling?
Included are crisp bags, pasta
bags, chocolate or biscuit
wrappers and bread bags no
matter where they were bought.
If the wrappers can be scrunched up and when
they are released they spring back into shape they
are made from soft plastic.

Wash them less frequently. Could they be worn
again? Wear an apron.
Before washing attend to stain removal and wash at
30 degrees, and by doing so, rather than a 40
degree cycle, you will be using 38% less energy. If
you turn them inside out that will reduce fading.

Grass is important for wildlife, Plantlife’s survey
found that 80% of lawns support around 400 bees a
day with nectar and sugar produced by dandelions
and clover and then there are the ants and worms in
the soil. People are proud of mowed, pristine lawns,
but for the sake of the planet it has been suggested
that mowing once in four weeks would allow
pollinators to increase by ten times. Another solution
would be allowing a strip of grass to be less
frequently mown. It would also improve biodiversity when bee numbers are dropping.

As we are approaching COP26, I should like to ask
you to pray for those who will be making the
decisions and those most affected by the climate
crisis. May they be tolerant of others views and
requirements and statements be turned into action
with all speed.
During the hot weather no Gas was used in July,
while in 2020, 21 cubic metres were used.

I mentioned previously that Eco-congregation have
organised on-line talks for anyone interested in
lowering their carbon footprint. One of these was
about taking care of your clothes, and here are some
of the suggestions made.

The Electricity used in July was 207 kWh, while in
2020, 61 kWh were used.
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Fairlie Brownies are restarting on
in the Church.
All girls aged 7 to 10 years old are welcome to come
along. For further details contact Shirley McGinty on

In the late 1920's a Brownie Pack was started in the
village sometimes known as the blue birds as when
they started they chose to wear blue like little sisters
to the guides. They were originally called Rosebuds
but in 1915 in was decided Brownies was better and
later the uniform changed to a Brown dress. Their
aims were to give the girls respect for themselves
and for others, to learn some useful crafts and to
have lots of fun. It is still the aim to this day.

have their own flag so very kindly had one
commissioned and presented us with our own
colours which we use when we go to rallies or on
parade such as Armistice.
Mrs Shona Kirkwood who is a Leader in Stevenston
Brownies came along to help Mrs. McGinty while Mrs
McNeil was recovering after an operation and has
stayed with us ever since. Miss Niamh McGinty who
was one of our Brownies came along to help and
became a young leader until she started University but
still pops in to help when she is home.

The Brownies have been running for many years now
and have been lucky to have had many great Brown
Owls, Tawny Owls and Snowy Owls as they used to
be called. Their meetings were held in the Village Hall
just as the guides were.

The Brownies over the years have enjoyed many
activities from rallies at Eglington Park, Inverclyde
Sport Centre and at the new Guide Campsite near
Dairy where they interact with other Brownies from
many different units. They have been pond dipping at
RSPB Lochwinnoch, feeding the animals at the Farm
Park Ayr visit to the Safari Park to name but a few. The
Pantomime is also a favourite.

In 1989 they moved to Fairlie Parish Church and then
in 2006 the Leaders as they are now called were
retiring and on the lookout for new leaders. This
proved to be a bit of a task until Mrs. Shirley McGinty
heard about the possibility of the pack having to
close if no leader could be found so decided to see if
she could put a team together to keep the pack
running. She approached her friend Mrs. Eva McNeil
who used to take Guides until it closed and she
agreed to help her.

The girls like to work towards gaining badges for
different challenges like planting potatoes and
pumpkins at the Community Gardens, planting bulbs
to sell at the Christmas fare serving tea and coffee at
their coffee morning, making crafts, learning first aid
Litter picking etc. all these challenges go towards
different badges and they are learning different skills.
The girls learn many things like working together
helping each other things that we hope will be useful
to them all through their lives and have fu n doing it.
Not all the meeting is badge work lots of fu n a nd
games are enjoyed a nd if the weather is nice we are
near the beach so have fu n there even a sausage
sizzle.

Their first meeting took place on the 9/3/2006. We have
had a number of assistants and young leaders over the
years - Caroline Briggs, Elizabeth Piatt, and Natalie White.
Unfortunately after a time they had to give up due to
other commitments but Shirley and Eva carried on and
the pack is still running to this day.

Mrs Margaret McLeod who was a Guide Leader in the
village for many years noticed that the Brownies did not
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The story behind Mark Allen's fundraising challenge
Many of you remember fondly Bill and Myrtle Allen. You may also know their son Mark, who grew up partly in Fairlie
and who now lives at the south end of the village.
Let Mark tell his story ……In March 2018 my life changed forever. As a result of a road traffic accident I suffered a
C2/C3 Spinal Cord Injury and was left tetraplegic. I also have a tracheostomy to assist my breathing and help
maintain my lung health. I am no longer able to do any of the things I loved, I was a keen cyclist, sailor and hillwalker,
I lived for the outdoors.
by completing a marathon in my chin controlled power-chair, to help support Spinal Injuries
Scotland and to part fund my all-terrain wheelchair which will open up so many more potential fundraising
opportunities in the future...

Being tetraplegic means that
Mark can control his life
through just his chin, voice and
eyes.
As he went along the path the
choice was to keep quiet and
go in a straight line or have a
chat and go in not so straight a
line !
Mark’s challenge started many months ago with his
planning along with wife Karen, friends, family and his
team of carers.
On the morning of 18th August this year the efforts
started to come to fruition when he stated out from
Kilbirnie, along the old railway path towards
Lochwinnoch and Johnstone. That day he completed
over 10 miles of the 26 before the battery of his
wheelchair went into the red at Brookfield, and the
possibilty of a skin issue became a reality.
As we go to press weather forecasts mean it will be a
few days before he continues across to Port Glasgow
and around the coast to finish at Wemyss Bay.

As Mark reaches the finish line, both physically at Inverkip and financially at
£20,000 you can still support the Challenge by visiting his fund raising page at

Fairlie Parish Church are seeking a Musical Director.
For further information please contact the Session Clerk, Alison McKellar,

6

The North Ayrshire Family History Society (formerly Largs
& North Ayrshire FHS) was formed in 1988. Its aim is to
promote the study of family history in the Local
Government Authority Area of North Ayrshire, Scotland

The Salvation Army Shop in Largs is managed by
Susan Gardiner and they are looking out for extra
volunteers in the coming months.
Situated in Tron Place, across from the Railway Station
they are open from 9am – 5pm in the winter months
and half an hour later in the summer.

Join like minded family historians and benefit from existing members’ skills and experience with NAFHS.
The Society holds monthly meetings (currently on Zoom)
with an interesting range of speakers and also publishes
two editions of their Journal per year. Monthly workshops (in normal times) give members the opportunity to
get help with their research.
Further information see our website:

If you are in Largs remember it is
always worth a look-in

or contact us at

Organic Growers of Fairlie is a thriving sustainable garden at
the heart of the community. We welcome new members
from Fairlie and also visitors to the garden. You will find us
just beyond the picnic area on the left down Pier Road.
We are a growing community of 160 members who grow
vegetables and fruit organically in 181 raised beds and three
polytunnels.
We are involved in the community and we manage two
picnic areas on the Pier Road and the community Green
space for play and picking your own herbs and fruit.
Our members and helpers maintain all the planting at Fairlie
station and help with the flowers on Bay St and along the new shorepath We support the Gala Day and Bonfire
night and Largs Academy, Fairlie Primary and Largs nursery who we all encourage to grow and plant sustainably.
We also have community beds where we have been growing and supplying potatoes to the self isolating community
over the past two seasons and
potato bags for home growing
too. We maintain the small
wood behind the garden and
plant trees in the community
woodland above Douglas Park
in Largs as well. We have given
out wildflower seeds and
seedbombs to children to
encourage a bee highway
through the village.
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We are hoping to
restart our Knit and
Natter group on

Although it is still summer, our thoughts turn to Christmas
for the Shoebox Appeal. Last year the appeal sent 75,218
boxes or bags to Eastern European countries to people
who have very little.

from 2pm till 4pm
We’d like to encourage more craft activities so
that we could welcome more folks to come
along and try out different things. We are
looking for your ideas. Of course, anyone
wishing to learn knitting or crochet is most
welcome.
We have wool, needles and patterns and we
have collected and sent on some baby hats
and cardigans. Now we are concentrating on
hats, scarves and gloves for adults and
children (especially men and boys’ hats) for
the Shoebox Appeal.

Filling a shoebox with everyday things like toiletries,
underwear, hats, scarves and gloves, stationery, household
items, sweets, and toys and games for children, can make
such a difference to those who receive them.
It is hoped to involve the children from Fairlie Primary
School again. Despite last year’s restrictions, here in Fairlie
we sent 216 boxes and £700 to cover transport costs. An
absolutely amazing effort and our best ever. Extra toiletries
etc were donated to Womans Aid at Largs.
I’d like to appeal to you all to save shoeboxes and start
collecting things as fillers. The Knit and Natter group have
been knitting hats and scarves, so keep the fingers moving.
Patterns and wool are available on request.
There will be more information on dates for helping and
sending boxes next month. Thank you in anticipation.

Our aim is to have an opportunity to meet for
cuppa, crafts and chat. Please think about
joining us.
More info from

During the past 18 months we have endured huge
disruption the our regular ways of life.
In that time we have had numerous new people to welcome to Fairlie.
If YOUR club, organisation, or group would like to publish details,
particularly as we head into autumn, the Church Newsletter
will be only too happy to help.
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I have many happy memories of my life at The
Fairlieburne Hotel and the events that went on within it.
A key one, that brought great excitement to me, was the
day Sandy and I were at the bottom of the hotel garden
(which is now the flats, but is still beautifully looked after)
on a step which overlooked the sea and he then asked
me to marry him. I rushed back up to tell my mother the
great news.

Very easy to make.
4oz butter, 4oz grated cheese,
5 oz plain flour, Salt,
tsp Celery Seed
1 oz of Rice Krispies,
(about a mug full)
Sesame seeds
Put 4oz butter, 4oz grated cheese , as strong as you like it,
5 oz plain flour, salt, tsp celery seed, mix until stiff, then
add 1 oz of rice crispies, and mix a bit more, not too much,
as you want a crunch. Pinch off pieces, roll in your hand
and then flatten a bit between your hands and pushing it
into a scattering of sesame seeds on a flat dish.
Bake in the oven 200°c or gas 6 for 15 to 20 minutes or
until golden brown.
Very tasty and keep fine in a tin.

Another good memory of mine is the many local
functions held at the hotel throughout the years, which
brought lots of dancing and lots of happiness. David
Cornish, who sadly died this year, was one of the
musicians who played regularly, and was very good at it!
. He’s been spotted back down in the
burn by the carpark which is a relief. Although I’ve not
personally seen him yet I keep looking daily in the hope
he will appear for me one day. Has any one else seen
him splashing about in the water?

… Moorish ! …Editor

COLLECTING
in FAIRLIE
Fairlie Parish Church is be open from 6pm - 7pm every Wednesday,
and 10.30am - 11.30am every Friday, to receive donations for The
North Ayrshire Food Bank and Womans Aid.
We will be accepting donations of tinned food, UHT milk and jars of pasta
sauce. Womans Aid need donations of new toiletries for ladies and also
teenage boys and girls, they also need donations of new nightwear for
ladies and children, from newborn up to age of 15.
If you are able to, please feel free to come along and make a donation no matter
how small as every little helps. There will be a box in which to place donations.
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Messy Church
It is so good to write this when our restrictions
are easing. I hope that all those who have
returned to school are enjoying meeting up with
their teachers and friends. And the good news,
for our Messy Team anyway, is that we can now
meet up again.
Our first post lockdown Messy Church will be
Saturday, 25th September
from 4pm to 6pm.
We will still have some restrictions but are
so looking forward to seeing our friends and
families once more.
Messy Church is an opportunity for families,
neighbours and friends to come together in a
relaxed, friendly, fun way. We explore
themes through stories and crafts, games
and songs. It is an all-age adventure where
everyone is welcome, and activities are
enjoyed and suited to different ages. We
only ask that children are accompanied by an
adult. Afterwards, we all sit together and
share a meal. (no washing up for parents)
So put the date in your calendar
Saturday, 25th September
come along and bring a friend. It will be a
great opportunity to meet old friends and
make new ones.
For more information contact Ann on 568421
or 07394 340126 or check out Messy Church
at www.messychurch.org.uk/

The Next edition of the Newsletter
will the OCTOBER edition

For SORTING on 29th September
10

