OCTOBER 2021
Dear All,
How are you? I wonder if your life has
changed because of Covid-19 or is it
back to the same-old same-old? I hope
not.
Such was the magnitude of what we
have been through, and continue to go
through, that I hope that you are now
able to see life at least a little differently
from how life was before? Maybe your
priorities have changed? Maybe the
relationships that you once valued have
changed? Maybe you are now seeing things in a different
light? Jesus was a man who tried to open the eyes of
others to see things differently.
There is a story in the bible, in the Gospels of Mark and
Luke, about a widow who went along to worship in the
Temple. Into the offering plate lots of rich people were
putting large amounts of money. However, when a poor
widow came along she only put in a couple of small
copper coins, which really didn’t amount to very much.
However, Jesus saw something different in her actions, and
He called His disciples together and said to them,

.” Isn’t that wonderful!
However, to see life around us differently sometimes we
need to be shown how it has changed. When Covid-19
began there was no vaccine in sight and, from previous
experience, there seemed to be little hope of one being
developed. But science has come on leaps and bounds in
recent years and, with good investment, hey-presto there
are now several. Isn’t that wonderful! The same is true with
technology. Once our televisions were bulky high-energy
users with valves and tubes giving a grainy picture,
whereas today new televisions are slim low-energy users
with great definition. Isn’t that wonderful!

And, of course, once we all had to use large notes and
coins to pay for our purchases whereas now we have
options to pay for items through multiple means. Isn’t that
wonderful, too!
It can be good to see how life has changed but we must
also recognise that we have changed with it. I do hope that
as life returns to a new-normal we will all find new ways to
live and be content. While going back to the old ways may
seem appealing at times, the immortal first line to L.P.
Hartley’s, The Go-Between, seems to express a great truth;
‘The past is a foreign country: they do things differently
there.’ For us, there is no going back. Formed by our
experiences of ‘yesterday’ life, today, must always be lived
going forward, with new eyes and new hopes. God’s
wonderful creation shows us how to always go forward. As
we enter autumn, with the stunning colours beginning to
appear on our trees, I hope that we can all see life with a
new perspective and appreciate more fully what we have.
The widow’s mite was everything to her, yet she was
prepared to give it away for the benefit of others. Looking
beyond ourselves, I wonder what we could give so that
someone else may reach their God-given potential. If we
could work that out, wouldn’t that be wonderful!
In all that you do, please continue to stay safe.
With every blessing.
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Services are on Sunday’s at 9.45am

As COVID restrictions have been further reduced

Making sure everyone uses the sanitiser and wears a face mask while in the church.
Checking the names and telephone numbers of the people arriving at the church.
Counting any money in the retiring offering - we still cannot collect the offering in bags.
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It is well over a year since we met as a
Guild and I am sure that many of you will
have missed our fellowship and chat. The
Committee have had a meeting to think
things over and have decided to hold our

We are seeking a MUSICAL DIRECTOR to oversee
and develop the musical life of the church
under the direction of the Minister.
Responsibilities include playing piano/organ at
weekly Sunday services, leading the recruitment
and training of our choir and praise band as well as
planning and preparing appropriate music to
enhance the church worship.

Our minister Graham will speak and we hope to see you
for a cup of tea and chat and to find out how everyone is
getting on. If this is successful and enjoyable we will hold
another meeting 2 weeks later.
We will meet in the Sanctuary with plenty of space and
social distancing, so please do try to come to enjoy the
each other's company after such a long time. Me.

Essential requirements are good keyboard skills
and ability to lead a choir,
good organisational skills and
some knowledge of sound technology.
Salary is payable in line with Scottish Federation of
Organists (currently £4,150 to £5,550 pa).

For further details please contact Christine Thomas,
Treasurer, Fairlie Parish Church –

10am - 12 noon
TICKETS at the DOOR

We are pleased that our regular Kirk
Cafe has been able to
restart every
The cafe now takes place in the main
body of the church with entry
through the Main Door.
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In the run up to COP26, I was
saddened to hear that many
children are stressed by Climate
Change. There is a great deal of
information available, and it is not
all good. Nor is it unreasonable
that children feel overwhelmed,
and that their fears are being
dismissed or ignored by adults,
while they are being left to contend
with their fears on their own.
About 48% say that their daily life and schoolwork is being
affected.

blasting the rock from the granite before it is crushed
and roasted at a very high temperature.
Another method is to pump water containing lithium
from the mines to surface ponds to allow the water to
evaporate. At the moment this is not very efficient and
wasteful of water.
Did you see that Morrisons is trialling ‘zero waste’ in six
stores in Edinburgh? They intend to re-cycle all
packaging and unsold food
by 2025. Surplus food will be
sold at greatly reduced
prices in the ‘To Good to Go’
scheme and so benefit many.

We should be kind and make time to listen to children
and rather than trying to offer them a fix, guide them
along their own path so that they may come to a solution,
though it may take some time, and cause them some
anguish. Hopefully, they will learn from experiencing
these feelings and realise that this is a normal part of life
and this is how resilience is built up. Pointing out more
positivity and less negativity with environmental success
stories may help.

There will also be recycling places for waste packaging
not currently recycled by normal bin collections, e.g.
crisp packets, face masks, hard plastics and other
wrappers. All of the materials to be recycled will be
treated in the UK.
If the trials are successful they will be extended to all
Morrisons stores throughout the country over the next
year and so increase the general waste from around
27% to over 84%.

In the future lithium is going to increase in use as more
electric cars are produced, so it was of interest to hear
that in the areas of Redruth and St. Austell in Cornwall a
large quantity has been found in the workings of former
tin and copper mines. It would make the UK no longer
dependent on importation and would greatly reduce the
carbon footprint of the UK. Australia, China, Chile and
Argentina are major producers at the moment.

I wonder why Morrisons in conjunction with Nestle are
able to recycle these materials and local authorities are
unable?
Electricity used in August was 331 kWh, while in 2020,
we used 71 kWh.
Due to the fine weather, there was no Gas used in
August, while in 2020 we used 5 cubic metres.

Unfortunately the production process is environmentally
destructive, as one of the methods involves drilling and

Thank you from Lyn
Since I have decided it’s time for me to step down from organising the Kirk Cafe I would like to say
‘thank you’ to all the volunteers and customers who have made the job such a joy to do over the
years.
Now that restrictions are lifting I’m sure the cafe will soon be back and I wish everyone
involved in its future all the very best.
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Fairlie Brownies have restarted
but we have changed the
meetings to
at
in the Church.
All girls aged 7 to 10 years old are welcome
to come along and join the fun.
For further details contact
Shirley McGinty on
Our new Craft Cafe opened on Tuesday, 21st Sept, with a
fantastic turnout of 17 wanting to learn new crafts. We
looked at some of the crafts we could try and many
brought other ideas so we are just buzzing to get
started. Everyone wants to meet more regularly than
once per month, so we will meet alternately with the
Guild.
Many crafts were carried out with some learning how to
knit on a circular needle, others starting knitting or
needlework, and some just chatted. We will pick the
brains of the crafty members for new things to try.
Dates are
when we will try our hand at
crochet. Of course, you can do your own thing if you
don’t want to try this.
Next will be

then

, and on

we will do card-making in time for
Christmas. We will have other crafts on the go too. We
meet from 2-4pm at the church on these Tuesdays.
Come along and join us for crafts, conversation and
cuppa.

Another wonderful sign of better times
ahead was the Baptism on Sunday
th
12 September of Myla Connor seen here
with her parents and brother

The Church has recently seen an upgrading to the video screens which also means a
great improvement to the video quality on both Facebook and our own Website
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Once more we are asking for your support for this very
worthwhile appeal which we have taken part in since 2003.
The idea is to fill a shoebox with little gifts for a child,
teenager or adult and this will be sent to them, (whatever
their background) with our love for Christmas. They go to
folks who have very little and are so appreciated by them.
Things which are everyday items for us mean so much to
them.

items are new make-up, sewing equipment, household
candles, screwdrivers/pliers and kitchen utensils.
can also be included but remember it has to fit
in a shoebox.
gratefully received anytime from now so that
covering can begin.
If you are unable to shop or fill a box but would like to
support us then donations can be handed to Ann Tyler
or Alison McKellar (or the minister) and we will buy items
to fill a box. Also each box costs £3 for transport and this
gift can be gift-aided.

We appreciate that filling a box can be costly, so suggest
that individual items can be handed in when we will collate
them and fill boxes here. Covered empty boxes will be in
church from 24th October.

This year’s appeal from the Irvine Depot will see boxes
and gifts sent to Moldova. We will be filling the boxes in

Items deemed
and which will be in every box are
toothbrush and toothpaste; hat, scarf and gloves; soap;
underwear, socks, tights; small toy for children; and sweets
(no chocolate and best before date no earlier than 31
March 22). However, in Fairlie we try to include as much of
the list as possible and these include
such as
shampoo, shower gel, face cloth, deodorant, moisturising
cream, comb/brush, sanitary products, shaving foam/razor.
– pens, pencils, sharpener,
We also include
notepad or colouring book, ruler and rubber. Other

and if you would
Fairlie from
like to help on Wednesday, Thursday or Friday, please
contact Ann on 568421 or text 07394340126 when a slot
will be allocated for the sorting team. This year,
numbers and space will be required to adhere to
government guidelines. For any other information see
noticeboard outside church or call Ann. See also
shoeboxappeal.org.

The area immediately outside the
Main Door of the church is
marked with diagonal white lines.
This area is for the use of
Thank you
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The only sad happening in the garden this month is that
we can’t find our hedgehog - We are looking, with the
help of our night camera, in all his usual hiding places - so
here’s hoping for better news next month.
My luck with the dipper has improved and I am now seeing him regularly in the burn by the white bridge.
I know I have told you about this saying before but it still
makes my smile as I pass it on my daily outings;
“Let’s eat grandpa”, “Let’s eat, grandpa”
Correct punctuation can save a person’s life.
I was given a lovely plant, an orchid, for inside and it has
been flowering beautifully. Someone has told me to empty a teabag onto the soil to revitalise it, make sure you
enjoy the cup of tea first!
Has anyone else heard of this gardening tip?
No recipe this month but if you are looking for a tasty
pudding, you can’t go wrong with a cream meringue from
a well known local bakers. Delicious.
Rosemary Jarvie

COLLECTING
in FAIRLIE
Fairlie Parish Church is be open from 6pm - 7pm every Wednesday,
and 10.30am - 11.30am every Thursday, to receive donations for The
North Ayrshire Food Bank and Womans Aid.
We will be accepting donations of tinned food, UHT milk and jars of pasta
sauce. Womans Aid need donations of new toiletries for ladies and also
teenage boys and girls, they also need donations of new nightwear for
ladies and children, from newborn up to age of 15.
If you are able to, please feel free to come along and make a donation no matter
how small as every little helps. There will be a box in which to place donations.

7

Messy Church
I am so disappointed that our September Messy
Church was unable to go ahead. I and the team were
so looking forward to seeing everyone again and catch
up with all the news – happy or sad. We are looking
forward in hope and faith that we can resume soon.
This led me to think of a man in the Bible
who had suffered disappointment, dejection
and poverty because he was blind and
unable to work. He had to beg, day after
day, on a mat by the roadside in Jericho.
One day, Jesus and his followers had
visited Jericho and the place was buzzing.
As Jesus was leaving the town with a huge
crowd following and others by the roadside
waiting to see him, he drew near this blind
beggar, called Bartimaeus. When
Bartimaeus realised Jesus was near, he
began to shout, “Jesus! Son of David! Take
pity on me!” Many of the people scolded him
and told him to be quiet. But he shouted
even louder, “Son of David, take pity on me!”
Jesus stopped and said, “Call him.” So they
called the blind man. “Cheer up!” they said.
“Get up, he is calling you.”

to see again, and by his mercy he is able
to see and follow Jesus.
However, I feel, that like many stories in
the Bible, this one has many layers - so in
what ways does it speak to us today?
Jesus often talked about having eyes and
seeing, or not seeing things as they are or
will be. Jesus comes to give spiritual sight
to men and women. This spiritual sight is
important because it changes a person’s
perspective in life. Are we needing our
spiritual sight restored? Do we need a
new set of eyes to see things differently,
especially after these months of Covid and
lockdown? In our story, Jesus was willing
to respond to Bartimaeus’ prayer. The
crowd told him “Cheer up! He is calling
you.” Could this be for us today, that
Jesus is calling us? To take up a new
challenge? To reshape our church? To
reach out to people? Who is it in the
crowd that is telling you: “He is calling
you?” And will you respond like Bartimaeus
and follow him?

He threw off his cloak, jumped up, and
came to Jesus. “What do you want me to do
for you?” Jesus asked him. “Teacher,” the
blind man answered, “I want to see again.”
“Go,” Jesus told him, “your faith has made
you well.”
At once he was able to see and followed
Jesus on the road.

So, disappointment over for September
Messy Church but full of hope and praying
that we will all meet soon.

At one level this story inspires us about
being disappointed, like Bartimaeus, having
hope and faith that Jesus could help him

Take care and stay safe, from
Ann and the Messy Team.

The Next edition of the Newsletter
will the NOVEMBER edition

For SORTING on 27th October
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