NOVEMBER 2021
Dear All, I hope that this newsletter
finds you well.

a little extra care, and love, is needed.
As Christians our care of God’s creation should spill over
into our actions. Jesus tells us that we can love Him
extravagantly by loving and helping those in
. So, if you are in need, or you
need
know of someone who is in need, please, in confidence,
just let someone at the church know. While we may not
have the complete answer to your situation, we can listen
and together we can work out how help can be extended.
After all, as we have been speaking about at church,
humanity is a huge part of God’s Harvest of Creation and
we all need to be looking after each other.

We are currently in the season of
Harvest and through the month of
October we have been celebrating
Harvest at church. It has been a
common practice over many years to
have a beautifully prepared display of
Harvest produce and flowers at the
front of many churches when Harvest is being celebrated,
but we didn’t have such a display at Fairlie Parish Church
this year. And the reason is that we can all too easily
portray Harvest and celebrate the blessing that God has
provided without really acknowledging the reality of the
challenges of life, at this time of year.

As we move through this season of Harvest we will soon
enter Advent, the beginning of the Christian year when we
prepare for the coming and coming again of Jesus, the
Messiah. Again, we will have many reasons to celebrate,
but we need to open our eyes to those for whom the
commercial expectations of Christmas may also add to
their burdens.

In the bible, the Prophet Isaiah tells us: “

So, this year, our
Harvest Display at Fairlie Parish Church consisted of
donations of produce to our local FoodBank and new
clothing and toiletries to Women’s Aid. It is so sad that the
number of people using the local FoodBank is increasing
and the number of women escaping homes, with their
children, because of violence is increasing too. And it may
well be that you know of someone who is in need.

Putting our faith into action, the people in and around
Fairlie Parish Church are people who want to help those in
need. We are not all financially wealthy but we have big
hearts and, because of our faith in Jesus, we want to help
those in need so that they too can live their best life.
Sometimes that help requires money but more often it is
the free gift of love, care and compassion.

Hardship of many different kinds is something that most
people experience at some point in their life. And, so,
many of us can empathise with someone who is
experiencing hardship today. However, human nature is ‘to
put on a face’ and behave as though everything is fine;
when it is not! Again, we have all done that but sometimes

Please stay safe and keep looking out for those who are
struggling either through coronavirus, with its loneliness
and isolation, or through the ongoing pressures of life.
With every blessing. Yours in Christ.

Once again, there will be no house to house collection in Fairlie.
However, you are asked to consider donating on-line at:
https://tinyurl.com/y3mnlf8c
or Google ‘Poppy Scotland Donate’
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Services are on Sundays at 9.45am

Making sure everyone uses the sanitiser and wears a face mask while in the church.
Checking the names and telephone numbers of the people arriving at the church.
Counting any money in the retiring offering - we still cannot collect the offering in bags.
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Fairlie & St Columba’s Parish Churches are holding an Outdoor Family Nativity for everyone.
As the audience gather at the top of the driveway, the Christmas Story will be narrated
with Mary, Joseph, Angels, Shepherds, Wise Men and, of course, the baby Jesus.
During the various points of the Nativity Story there will be music and carols will be sung,
and we will finish by singing favourite carols. It is hoped that a joint
Churches and Community Choir will be available to support the singing (eg. The Angels).
We are immensely grateful to Kelburn Country Estate for allowing us to retell the Christmas Story
of the birth of Jesus in this way. While there will be no charge for anyone coming to the Nativity,
donation boxes will be available to offset some of the costs.
I hope that everyone will begin arriving from about
when you will be able to get
a lantern and song-sheet to help create an appropriate festive atmosphere.
Hot drinks will also be available from Kelburn to help keep the cold out!
The Nativity will be ‘performed’ by adults. Please dress appropriately for the weather.

The first meeting, held on Tuesday, 5th
October, was a great success. Eighteen
ladies came out to enjoy fellowship
together and to welcome Graham, our
minister, who gave us a quiz in the form
of "How to be a Millionaire". It was
lovely to see everyone again chatting
over a cup of tea and nobody seemed to be in a hurry
to leave!

'Champions' who are trained volunteers equipped to
support those considering fostering or adoption or coming
alongside those who already are.
It is hoped that with
the Guild's help the profile of fostering and adoption can
be raised and they can help play their part in supporting
vulnerable children throughout Scotland.
website homeforgood.org.uk
Finding the light in every child in Uganda.
Enabling children with learning difficulties particularly
autism to be able to come and learn along with their peers
.The charity currently supports 110 children and was set up
by a British woman whose parents worked in Uganda and
they adopted a boy there and brought him back to the UK
where he was part of their family until he tragically died in
an accident. She returned to Uganda and met his blood
relations and decided to set up this charity.
website starchildcharity.com

The following meeting was Tuesday, 19th October, and
the next will be on 2nd November and fortnightly from
then on being 16th November and 7th December
The Strategy for the next three years is "Go Forward in
Faith" and the theme for this year is "Lights and
Bushels". There are six new projects which we discussed
at our last meeting. After a tied vote we decided to
support these.
This is a UK based charity which aims to find a home for
every child that needs one.
They have been working in Scotland for 3 years inspiring
individuals and Churches and developing a network of

I look forward to seeing you all next time.
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As Glasgow continues to prepare for
COP26 beginning on the 31st.
October, many millions throughout
the world will be praying for a good
outcome for all of those most badly
affected by Climate Chaos. The
previous meetings of COPs have not
produced much action, less talk and
much more action is required this
year, as time is running out.
Scotland is where many of the
polluting processes and technology were invented; we
should quickly put our house in order.

make its emission target to convert Scotland’s building
stock to zero emissions by 2045, it is estimated that £33
billion pounds will be required. So far, only 3,000
conversions have been made, costing approximately
£7,000 each and it is hoped to increase the annual
number to 124,000 by 2026.
Not everyone will be able to pay for the conversion of
their home, so the Scottish Government is hoping that
unspecified private investors will come forward.
The disruption to peoples’ homes for the conversions
would be mind blowing, but there could be an answer to
the problem by producing ‘GreenGas,’ from grass.
‘Green Gas ‘involves using electricity and where are we
going to get all the electricity to cope with electrified cars,
lorries, ships and heating?
Bio-digesters may be part of the answer to the ‘green
energy’ shortage. In Berkshire, sustainable bio-methane is
being produced from grass by this method. How green is
that? It will be supplied to the grid and then to Ecotricity
customers.
Bio-digesters vary in what they digest some take manure,
some sludge, others straw, as well as grass. I wonder if
one could digest bracken and alien species e.g. Himalayan
Balsam?
Large numbers of people would be employed in cutting
and managing the grass and so give employment to
people in rural areas. It is being done in a small scale in
America. The carbon released by the burning would be
re-absorbed by the growth of more grass,

It is estimated that 25,000 delegates from 190 countries
will be coming plus 200,000 demonstrators. Then there
will be all the extra police and people required to
service such a gathering. I hope that all those involved
return home with a good feeling about Scotland and
the hospitality shown to them.

Another benefit would be the fertiliser produced as a byproduct.
Electricity used in September was 353 kWh, while in 2020
it was 172.

I am sure that many of you will be very concerned
about how you are going to heat your home with the
startling increase in prices; even with being more frugal,
we are all going to be spending a great deal more.

In the last issue you may note that no Gas was used in
August, this was because the boiler was not working.
We managed to use 28 cubic metres in September, while
in September 2020, we used 44.

At the moment 20% of emissions come from peoples’
homes. The Government favour ground and air source
heat pumps. In order for the Scottish Government to
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The Church of Scotland faces
many challenges - falling
membership, lack of ministers,
lack of finance and too many
buildings and too many
buildings which are not fit for
purpose.

The Presbytery of Ardrossan presently comprises 27
congregations, currently organised into 20 charges.
In September 2021, there are 8 vacant charges. We have
12 stipendiary parish ministers in post. There are 2
Deacons in post and a further 3 Mission Development
Staff (MDS).
In our existing Presbytery Plan, we have been allocated
23.1 Full Time Equivalent (FTE) posts.

Because of these issues, the General Assembly of
2018 called for a 'Radical Action Plan' which was
presented at the General Assembly of 2019.

In our new Presbytery Mission Plan, this must reduce to
13.5 FTE posts.

We also must reduce our number of buildings.

The Presbytery Mission Plan is a direct result of the
Radical Action Plan to try to enable the Church to carry
out its core purpose: to follow Jesus and to encourage
others to follow Jesus.

The Presbytery Mission Plan Act Guidance is clear:
Mission must be the priority, followed by people and
congregational structures with buildings last.

The General Assembly of 2021 requires all Presbyteries in
the Church of Scotland to produce a Presbytery Mission
Plan, to be approved by the end of December 2022. The
number of ministry posts within the plan are to be within
mandatory limits by the end of December 2025.
With Ardrossan Presbytery joining with five other
Presbyteries to form the Presbytery of South West
Scotland by September 2022, we need to have our plan
in place before then.
Our Presbytery Mission Plan has to be shaped by Mission
and be in line with the Five Marks of Mission.
The Marks are as follows:

Alongside this timeline, Presbytery will be working closely
with the General Trustees to help determine which
buildings should be retained in line with our Mission Plan.
In each Mission Plan, a determination must be made on
each building:
Category A - to be retained for the lifespan of the Plan.
Category B - to be disposed of in the lifespan of the Plan.

Brodick Church linked with
Corrie linked with Lochranza &
Pirnmill linked with Shiskine
Corrie Church linked with Corrie
linked with Lochranza & Pirnmill
linked with Shiskine
Cumbrae Parish Church

Lamlash linked with Kilmory
Kilwinning Abbey Church
Kilwinning Mansefield Trinity
Church
Lamlash Church linked with
Kilmory
Largs Clark Memorial Church

Largs St John's linked with
Cumbrae
Dalry St Margaret's Church
Dalry Trinity Church
Ardrossan & Saltcoats Kirkgate Parish
Church

Fairlie Parish Church

Ardrossan Park Church
Beith Parish Church

Kilbirnie St Columba's Church
Kilmory Church

Kilbirnie Auld Kirk
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Pirnmill Church linked with Corrie
linked with Lochranza & Pirnmill
linked with Shiskine
Saltcoats North Parish Church
Saltcoats St Cuthbert's Church
Shiskine St Molio's Church linked
with Corrie linked with Lochranza
& Pirnmill linked with Shiskine

Largs St Columba's Church linked
Stevenston Ardeer Church linked
with Fairlie
with Stevenston Livingstone
Largs St John's Church linked
Stevenston High Kirk
with Cumbrae
Stevenston Livingstone Church
Lochranza Church linked with
West Kilbride Parish Church
Corrie linked with Lochranza &
Whiting Bay and Kildonan Church
Pirnmill linked with Shiskine
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Shortly after my return to Chad, I will be involved in a
final evaluation of the projects our organisation has
established with the Chadian government in the domains
of linguistic research, literacy support and training..

Many of you will have noticed the
seasons shifting over these past weeks.
The nights are getting darker, a chill in
the air can be felt in the mornings,
autumn colours are appearing on the
trees. For many species of birds,
migration season is well underway some on their way north, others heading south, often for
quite long and challenging journeys. As for the birds, so
too is it time for me to migrate south again, though
thankfully it's a far smoother ride for me! I leave for Chad
on 5th October for a 6th term of service overseas.
I've enjoyed my 5 months of home assignment in the UK!
Highlights include time with family and friends, and taking
some lovely, refreshing walks in beautiful spots. In
September, I was able to visit the Isle of Harris with my
parents, after our trip being cancelled last year. It's been
good to visit with many of you in person, even if for others
our contact has been over zoom or email. Hopefully, more
in-person visits will be possible next time I'm back. I've also
been doing some personal admin, health check-ups and
other partnership work, as well as continuing to support
language programmes in Chad in a variety of ways from
the comfort of my computer. Read on for some current
news and prayer requests for the coming season.
As ever, your ongoing encouragement, prayers and
practical support are much appreciated as I continue on
this Wycliffe journey.

One community that our organisation has engaged with
fairly recently is the Gula Iro community. [You may
remember that I had the privilege of visiting their home
area in late 2019]. A German colleague, Dorothea, has
been working with members of this community to
undertake linguistic analysis and help them develop a
viable writing system. This is a fundamental step that
needs to be in place before a literacy programme or
written translation can begin to meet these workshop
participants and other community members to get their
feedback, suggestions and impressions of our
contributions.
Please continue to pray for our Executive Committee who
is overseeing the process of looking for my replacement
as General Director of our organisation in Chad. Even if a
new candidate is selected soon it is likely that the
handover wouldn’t happen until next year or maybe even
into 2023.

Fairlie Brownies meet on
at
in the Church.
All girls aged 7 to 10 years old are welcome.
For further details contact
Shirley McGinty on
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aking someone happy this Christmas with a filled
shoebox is such a simple thing for us in the UK, when
it is sent to children, teens and adults who have very
little. Covered, empty shoe boxes are now available
from the church porch as are leaflets. Information is
on the noticeboard outside. The last day for handing

If you can help with this please let Ann know on
. The children and teachers from Fairlie
Primary School are again taking part but
unfortunately the children will be unable to help us
sort and fill.

in items and boxes is Monday 9th November. We
welcome any of the items listed as we realise that it
can be quite expensive to completely fill a box, and
we will sort and fill them. If you are unable to get out
and about then donations of money to buy items can
be handed to Ann Tyler or Alison McKellar.

Thanks to all those who have already handed in
goods and knitting, especially, Carol from Largs who
sent a huge sack of hats, scarves etc – all age
labelled. You are a star. Looking forward to another
successful Shoebox Appeal.

Donations to transport the boxes are also needed.
This costs £3 per box.
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from words spoken at the Celebration of Bob’s Life
Bob was born in Dailly in July
1932, the youngest and last
surviving of 7 children to
Alexander and Agnes.

When Fuengirola became impractical they purchased a flat
in Loch Rannoch where everyone then gathered for family
parties and hill walking.
Everyone knows what families are like. It was a
one-bedroom flat which sometimes slept 14!

Being in the farming community
Bob’s family soon moved to
Dalrymple where Bob started his
schooling.
Bob won a scholarship to the
Grammar School in Ayr and after
leaving school he joined an
Accounting firm. in Ayr.
After 2 years National Service he decided to join the Police
Service and in March 1956, at the age of 24, Bob began his
career as a Constable in Irvine. This was followed by
postings to Dalry, West Kilbride, and, finally, here in Fairlie.
Promoted to Sergeant at Greenock and Port Glasgow he
retired with a 30 yr Long-Service Medal.

However, holidays were also to Tasmania, Singapore, and
Hawaii as they went to visit family and friends.
Married for nearly 63 years their 60th was a big do with all
their extended family at Fairlie Bowling Club.
As a young man Bob enjoyed his sports but after marrying
Ann bowling was his great escape. Initially in West Kilbride
it continued here in Fairlie where he became Club
Champion and was President twice.
It was after his promotion to Sergeant in Greenock that
Bob and Ann moved to Keppenburn Avenue.
Having a strong faith Bob, with Ann, was a member and
then Elder at Fairlie Parish Church for more than 40 years
and, like his police service, Bob was diligent in his elder’s
duties regularly visiting the parishioners in his care.

A man who loved to dance, Bob met Ann Millar from Ayr,
at the Bobby Jones Dance Hall and they were married in
the Auld Kirk, Ayr, in October 1956.

After he retired from the police Bob worked on the local
taxis which kept him involved with community life.

They were in Dalry when daughter, Jacqui, was born, and
soon after along came Jimmy and Graham to complete the
family.

In time, however, both Bob and Ann’s health began to
catch them up and they moved to John Clark Street, in
Largs where they received additional care. Bob, however,
never lost his interest in going out and if you ever mentioned going to the Green Shutters he had his shoes and
coat on before you finished the sentence!

Bob was a well respected local Bobby, fair and
understanding more to giving a word of advice than
charging anyone with an offence.
As the children left home and had families of their own
Bob and Ann bought a wee flat in Fuengirola where they
would go for breaks joined eventually by grandchildren.

Recently, Bob had to go into Crosshouse Hospital but
knowing that Ann was being cared for he was comfortable,
with the family all having time to say their goodbyes Bob

Then there were the great grandchildren and as Bob would
say, ‘family life was one of the greatest attributes a man
could have’.

died on 22nd September.
May Almighty God now grant him eternal rest.

The area immediately outside the
Main Door of the church is
marked with diagonal white lines.
This area is for the use of
Thank you
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We held another successful Craft Cafe on Tuesday, 12th
October when we learned how to crochet, thanks to the
patience of Liz McConnell. Some who could crochet
helped those of us who couldn’t but I know it will take me
a while to grasp the technique of just holding the hook.
It’s good to learn something new as you get ‘older’ – a
challenge indeed.
Our next meeting will be on 9th November and there will
be a selection of card making materials to practise on
before we attempt the Christmas cards on 26th Nov. You,
of course, do not have to do this but can continue your own craft.
On 7th December we hope to join with the Guild to have a Christmas celebration.
We meet from 2-4pm so come along and join us for crafts or just a blether.

We are pleased that our regular

The cafe now takes place in the main
body of the church with entry
through the Main Door.
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Writing my rambles may be a bit daft but I do enjoy
gathering different bits and putting them into
somewhat of a story! I hope you enjoy them?
Now that I’m able to get out and about a bit more and
starting to try walking along the coastal path, it’s been
lovely to meet so many people and catch up on their
news.
My hedgehog has returned at last and we have finally
got some photos of him in the bushes in the garden. I
also have a small, young looking squirrel running about
the garden. It’s grey unlike the artificial one that’s stuck
onto my tree and painted red by one of my grandsons.
Keeps me entertained! Oh and not forgetting the
dipper, what a busy fellow he is.
The day, years ago, when the builders started to
demolish the Fairlieburne Hotel, I really couldn’t stay to
watch, and listen, to my old home being knocked to

the ground. I took myself off to visit a dear friend who
reminded me of other terrible things that had happened
in the world which made me think how minor an old
building getting knocked down really was.
I still wonder everyday about the mystery that surrounds
the Stone of Destiny and when it went missing. Years
ago I remember seeing a stone in the burn by the Hotel
and imagining it was it but have never been 100% sure!
After falling and breaking my hip I am unable to look
but one day I must check again!l

Be patient, then, brothers and sisters, until the Lord's
coming. See how the farmer waits for the land to yield its
valuable crop, patiently waiting for the autumn and spring
rains. You too, be patient and stand firm, because the Lord's
coming is near. James 5: 7-8

COLLECTING
in FAIRLIE
is be open from 6pm - 7pm every
, and
10.30am - 11.30am every
, to receive donations for The North
Ayrshire Food Bank and Womans Aid.
We will be accepting donations of tinned food, UHT milk and jars of pasta
sauce. Womans Aid need donations of new toiletries for ladies and also
teenage boys and girls, they also need donations of new nightwear for
ladies and children, from newborn up to age of 15.
If you are able to, please feel free to come along and make a donation no matter
how small as every little helps. There will be a box in which to place donations.
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Will you be
celebrating
Hallowe’en this
year? It is good
fun to dress up in
costumes to
disguise yourself so that you are not
recognised. In Scotland it is traditional to
do this, to go out from house to house
‘guising’ or asking for food or coins, usually
with a scooped out turnip with a candle in it
as a lantern. You were expected to ‘do a
turn’ which meant singing a song, saying a
poem or telling jokes. Usually by the end of
the evening you had enough sweets or
tablet, fruit and nuts to last you for weeks
in your playpiece at school. In some homes,
you were asked to ‘dook’ for apples or eat a
scone, covered in treacle or syrup and
hanging on a string from the ceiling,
without using your hands. What a mess
your face was!!!!
Things have changed over the years. We
now call it ‘trick or treat’ and use pumpkins
as lanterns. Sometimes our costumes are

really scary and hardly anyone sings or says
a poem. The emphasis is on darkness and
being frightened.
This year I’d like to suggest you think of
Hallowe’en as a ‘light night’ where we focus
on God’s light and goodness. Perhaps you
could think of things in your life for which
you are grateful and thankful for, especially
after all the lock-downs and restrictions
caused by the pandemic. Write these on
your pumpkins, cut out hearts, crosses or
smiley faces to show the light of Jesus
shining through. Jesus said ‘I am the light
of the world, whoever believes in me will
never walk in darkness’. Have a ‘light party’
at home, or with some friends, and enjoy all
the usual games. Banish all ghost, vampire,
skeleton or other scary disguises and enjoy
yourselves. Why not make a lantern out of a
jam jar, decorate it, put in a night light and
place it safely at your front door to shine
brightly in the darkness on Hallowe’en.
Until we can meet up at Messy Church,
please stay safe, be kind to each other, and
enjoy your Hallowe’en Light Night.
Ann and the Messy Team.

The Next edition of the Newsletter will be the
CHRISTMAS edition (December & January)

For SORTING on 1st December
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